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It was thought to be nonpathogenic in earlier 
times 

Judgement the threat of biologic warfare  

Nosocomial infections in subsequent years  
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• Infection was based on the clinical and laboratory findings of 
individual patients, imaging results, and the isolation of Serratia 
spp from blood, urine, wound, sputum, cerebral spinal fluid or 
peritoneal fluid  

• colonization is used for a condition where a bacteria that is not 
thought to be causing disease is isolated from a non-sterile site 
without causing infection  

Infection 

Colonization 

• was defined as the identification of a significant pathogen in a 
blood culture taken within 48 hours of presentation to the 
emergency department (in the absence of admission to the 
hospital in the previous month)  

CAI 

•  was defined as a new-onset infection on or after 3rd hospital day   HAI 
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• resolution of fever (temperature <38° C), leukocytosis (WBC 
<10,000), and local signs and symptoms of infection clinical response  

• eradication of the organism that caused the infection, which was 
proven by repeated negative cultures at the end of the therapy 

microbiological 
response  

• defined as a lack of resolution or worsening of the signs and 
symptoms of infection 

• defined as recurrence of the infection with the same 
microorganism at any site of the body within a month after the 
discontinuation of the therapy  

treatment 
failure and 

relaps 
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66 Serrratia spp. 
isolates 

29 HIA  8 CAI 

29 were diagnosed 
as colonization and 

contamination 
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