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INTRODUCTION

•It has been defined as a space greater than 0.5 mm between the proximal 
surfaces of adjacent teeth 
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ETIOLOGY OF MIDLINE DIASTEMA

1. NORMAL DEVELOPING DENTITION

a) Physiologic median diastema/ ugly duckling stage

b) Ethnic and familial

c) Imperfect fusion of midline of premaxilla
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2.  TOOTH MATERIAL DEFICIENCY

a) Microdontia

b) Macrognathia

c) Missing lateral

d) Peg laterals

e) Extracted tooth

4



5

3.  PHYSICAL IMPEDIMENT

a) Retained deciduous 

b) Mesiodens

c) Abnormal labial frenum

d) Midline pathology

e) Deep bite
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4.  HABITS

a) Thumb sucking

b) Tongue thrusting

c) Frenum thrusting
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MANAGEMENT

a) REMOVAL OF CAUSE

b) ACTIVE TREATMENT

c) RETENTION



1. REMOVAL OF CAUSE
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• DIASTEMA DUE TO UGLY DUCKLING STAGE
No treatment required

• DIASTEMA DUE TO IMPERFECT FUSION AT THE MIDLINE
Surgery

• DIASTEMA DUE TO MICRODONTIA AND MACROGNATHIA
Orthodontic , crowns or composite build-up.

• DIASTEMA DUE TO MISSING TEETH/EXTRACTED TOOTH
Implant or bridge
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• DIASTEMA DUE TO RETAINED DECIDUOS TEETH/MESIODENS
Extracted at the earliest.

• DIASTEMA DUE TO ABNORMAL FRENUM
Frenectomy .

• DIASTEMA DUE TO MIDLINE PATHOLOGY
Midline pathology like cysts has to be treated.

• DIASTEMA DUE TO ABNORMAL HABITS
Habits should be eliminated using fixed or removable habit breakers.
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Thank 

You

Dent_ss@hotmail.com


