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Symbiotic relationships
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Conflict between humans and dogs
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What are the stats on dog bites?

Annual dog bite figures

KZN South Africa – 67000 dog bites annually ($4.2 mil)

USA – 4.5 Mil dog bites with 855000 seek medical care ($18200)

UK – 52000 dog bites

Globally 55000 people die of Rabies Annually 

10’s of Millions of dog bites annually – WHO website 

DALY (Disability-Adjusted Life Year) = ?
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By 2030 No more human deaths caused by dog mediated Rabies

Awareness increases treatments increase
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…………………… the following questions were be asked:

Generally dog bites are not merely caused by a rabies infected dog but rather 

by multi factors of human, environmental and dog behavioural influences

Why do dogs bite?

What human behaviour elicits bites?

How can these behaviours be avoided?

Can bites from rabid dogs also be avoided? 
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Is.. 

dog bite prevention

education

important?
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ONE HEATLTH 

Better health for people – less injuries – less time away from work – less suffering

Better health for the dog – less antagonistic behaviour – less abuse 

Better health for the environment –

less conflict between dog and human = better environment



10/4/2016

9

One health

Human aspects that influence

dog bites

• Alcohol

• Drugs

• General human aggression

• Lack of respect

• Lack of understanding
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One health

Dog aspects that influence

dog bites

• Abuse

• Resource guarding

• Trained aggression

• Breeding

• Incorrect socialisation
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One health

Environmental aspects that influence

dog bites

• Lack of community engagement

• cleanliness

• Historical acceptance of bad behaviour

• Cause and effect (action vs reaction)



10/4/2016

12

Is.. 

dog bite prevention

education

important?
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Why treat when you can prevent?
Dog Bite Prevention education is not new……
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Why treat when you can prevent?
Dog Bite Prevention education is not new……

we need to stand together, adapt, recreate new education concepts that will

Build:

• better relationships

• holistic healthy humane dog experiences

• responsible community dog ownership

• Mutual respect 

…………How do we change?
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….How do we change this perception?

EDUCATION
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Anything is …..

possible
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• Schools – collective audience / future 

champions

• Education departments

• Adults – parents/dog owners/influential 

community leaders

• Private sector – funding and community 

responsibility

• Human health – private and government

• Animal health – private and agriculture

• Animal welfare organisations

Who do we target ?
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It is NOT just children

It is NOT just dog owners

Its very one of us  
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Other diseases or parasites and animal health issues

• Rabies

• Echinococcosis

• Leishmaniasis

• Bartonellosis

• ……………………

• ……………………

While we are Educating on dogs bites ….why not look at  



10/4/2016

21

Education is the most powerful weapon

which you can use to change the world
Nelson Mandela
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Thank you

Daniel Stewart
South Africa

daniel4stewart@gmail.com

It always seems impossible

until its done
Nelson Mandela


