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The goal of interprofessional learning is to prepare all health professionals to deliberatively work together with the common goal of building a better patient centered US health care system. Dentists today are able to contribute in many ways to improving patients’ overall health outcomes by treating their dental disease and restoring and maintaining their oral health. Today’s health professions mandate interprofessional education and collaboration as part of their core curricula; ensuring that today’s graduates will be comfortable having the necessary dialogue to insure optimum patient care. For those of us who are in practice; we can take advantage of a new environment in healthcare brought about in large part by solid data on the connection between dental health and overall health and changes in reimbursement models in medicine. According to the CDC, 29.1 million Americans have diabetes mellitus. 27.8% or 8.1 million of them are undiagnosed. 176 billion dollars of direct medical costs can be directly attributed to diabetes, that’s one in five health care dollars.. Researchers at Columbia University have shown that the number of missing teeth and the percentage of deep periodontal pockets can be an accurate indicator of prediabetes in 3 out of 4 cases. In the past, we were armed with nothing more than anecdotal information and were not seriously taken by our physician colleagues. Today we have solid data and the landscape for reimbursement is charged by accountable care organizations, outcomes based payments have created new opportunities collaboration that would ultimately improve our patients’ overall health and potentially could save millions of dollars in health care dollars.. (Up to 250 words)
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