
International Conference on 

Fibromyalgia and Chronic Pain (June 15-16, 2016   Philadelphia, 

USA) 

Fibromyalgia 2016 
June 15-16, 2016 

Volume 5, Issue 3(Suppl) 

Page 40 

 

 

Condom Use, Concurrent Sex Partners, and “Hooking Up:”  Social 
Media Usage as a Correlate of Sexual Risk Behavior on the College 
Campus 
Chakema Carmack, Ph.D., University of Houston, USA 

 

 

Abstract  

With an increase in technology and social media applications, college 
students have a way of connecting with others more efficiently than 
ever.  The present study identified whether amount of time spent on 
Facebook, currently the most popular social media application, was 
related to sexual risk behaviors (i.e. sex without a condom, multiple 
concurrent sex partners, and pursuing “hookups”). The hypotheses 
tested whether Facebook usage would be associated with having sex 
without a condom, having concurrent sex partners, and pursuing 
“hookups” on Facebook. Gender was tested as a moderator in these 
relationships as well, given the differences in STI risk behaviors and 
online dating behavior. Data were gathered from 236 African 
American college-aged students. Facebook usage of 3 or more daily 
hours was associated with having sex without a condom and using 
Facebook to pursue hookups.  In addition, females who spent 3 or more 
hours on Facebook were less likely to have sex without a condom, but 
more likely to have concurrent sex partners than men whose usage was 
3 or more hours daily; and men who spent 3 or more hours on 
Facebook were more likely to pursue hookups via Facebook than 
women whose usage was 3 or more hours daily. This study provides a 
starting point to further explore how social media consumption can be 
used to perpetuate or ameliorate risky sexual behavior among a 
vulnerable population.
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